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Thank you, Corporate Patrons!

A publication of the Rutherford County Home Builders Association



After FIve
@ Party Fowl

August 15th @ 5:15PM

Dear Members,

We are excited to announce 
that NAHB has approved to 
increase our jurisdiction to 
include the following counties 
Coffee, Lincoln, Moore, Grundy, 
Bedford, & Franklin. With the 
addition of these counties, 
NAHB has approved our 
request for our name change 
to be the Home Builders 
Association of Central 
Tennessee (HBACT). We are 
looking forward to the addition 
of builders and associates 
throughout these counties, and  
to expand your network in the 
Central Tennessee area.

Join us in August for our General 
Membership Meeting sponsored by 
Lawyers, Land, & Title Services. The 
Executive Committee will be 
sharing more details of the future 
of HBACT!
 
-Ashlea Ross
HBACT, Executive Officer
"Always Green & Growing"



HATS OFF TO 
OUR SPIKES!

Spike Candidates 
David Alcorn 2
Cory Arnold 1

Kevin Atwood 1
Sheryl Bauer 3.5
David Bouvier .5

Mitchell Bowman 2
Jeff Brockette 2
Bradley Byrd 2
Kelly Cearing 3
Kally Dobak .50

William Dunhill .5
JR Eastman 5.50

Avi Elfersy .5
Bill Gordon 3

Mike Hoover .5
Andy Jakes 2

Teresa Kidd 1.5
Whit Marshall 2.5
Mike McCann 1

Jeff McKee 2
John Pare .5

Andrew Peck 1
Jimmy Pitts .5
Jason Price 1.5

George Simpson .5
Tim Tipps 5

Stacy Vincent 4
Jessica White 1

Donnie Williams 2
Howard Wilson 2.5

James Yates 3
Andrew Young 2.5

Spike Members
Katrina Waldrip 9

Curt Haynes 7
Chris Jensen 24
Eric Parks 21.5
Roy Saylor 8

Brian Wilcox 8.5

Life Spike Members

Steve Arnold 181
Jim Averwater 176.5
Karyn Beaty 45.50

Wayne Belt 36
Richard Dillon 64.50

John Floyd 233.5
Ken Haliburton 313.5

Sam Henley 65
Steve Jensen 156.5

Joe Morgan 89
Dan Seals 113.5

Susanne Slayton 107.5
Joseph Swanson 287.5

Kevin Woodward 128.5

Recruiting new members to the 
RCHBA is an activity recognized 
and rewarded through the Spike 
Club. Those who participate are 

called Spikes, and they are 
among the most valued members 
of our association. These Spikes 
are the membership leaders of 
our association, building our 
voice, power and influence at 

every level of government. You 
need 6 Spikes to become a Spike 
Member. Check our our members 
who are almost Spike Members. 
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813 S Church St. 
Murfreesboro TN 37130

www.Rural1st.com
615-893-7631
Dylan Kitchen 

Dylan.kitchen@rural1st.com



 

City TIle and Floor Covering offers an extensive selection 
of floor coverings and professional design consultants. 

Our designers and sales staff are trained to help you with 
design ideas for countertops, showers, baths and so much 

more. 
www.citytile.net 
615-893-7721





Middle Tennessee Electric's Quality Contractor Network 
is a certified group of professional heating and air 
conditioning specialists who work to promote the 

installation of energy efficient equipment. Call one of 
these QCN members today and let them make your 

home more energy efficient. 

Parker's Heating and Cooling

615-355-9137

Roscoe Brown Inc.

615-893-6972

w w w . m t e m c . c o m





Buyers Like Green…But Don’t Always Like to PAY for It
According to Paul Emrath, Ph.D., writing for NAHB’s Best in American Living publication, 

“Home buyers really like a wide range of green features, but have limits on how far they’ll go to 
pay for them.” 

NAHB’s 2019 edition publication, “What Home Buyers Really Want” is based on a 2018 survey 
of recent and prospective home buyers using the consumer panels maintained by Home 

Innovation Research Labs. The survey collected a total of 3,996 responses from consumers 
who either purchased a home in the last three years or who expected to purchase one in the 

next three years. 

Of interest to Rutherford County builders, buyers ranked three types of ENERGY STAR ratings 
in the top 10 of the features they most wanted. But 50 percent or more of the buyers considered 

many other green features desirable or better when ranking them on the following scale. 

Essential - Unlikely to buy a home without 
feature
Desirable - Seriously influenced to buy home if 
included

Figure 1 shows the 10 “most wanted” features, 
based on the percentage of buyers who rate 
them as either desirable or essential, including 
the two that tied for 10th place. Ranking at the 
very top, according to this metric, is a laundry 
room, with 91 percent of buyers rating it either 
essential (unlikely to buy a home without it) or 
desirable (would be seriously influenced to buy 
home if included). 

After the ENERGY STAR ratings, the next three 
most-wanted green features are also energy 
conserving: efficient lighting and triple-pane 
windows and insulation higher than required by 
code. Next is a cluster of eight green features, 
each wanted by 57 to 63 percent of buyers. Five 
of the eight are green in terms of something 
other than pure energy efficiency: water-
conserving toilets, home dehumidification 
system, whole house mechanical ventilation, 
low- VOC materials, and an electronic air 
cleaner (Figure 1). 

Although most buyers give a favorable rating 
to a large number of green features, relatively 
few are willing to pay more for a home simply 
because it is green. (Figure 2).

https://builderbooks.com/what-home-buyers-really-want-2019.html


Or, consider a simple payback period (initial cost divided by annual return) 
the buyer requires; the price buyers would be willing to pay up front divided 
by the $1,000 annual savings. 38 percent require a payback of less than 5 
years to invest in energy efficiency, 25 percent require a payback between 

5 and 10 years, and 37 percent will accept a payback of more than 10 
years (Figure 3-C).

The average is driven by a handful of buyers at the upper extreme, willing 
to pay quite a lot (more than $50,000) up front. It’s possible to argue that 
the median of $5,000, which is not sensitive to extreme responses, better 

represents the opinions of the typical home buyer. 

The average, but not the median, is sensitive to the price buyers are paying 
for the home (Figure 4). Buyers of homes priced under $150,000 will pay 
an average of $6,653 to save $1,000 a year in energy costs, while buyers 

of homes priced $500,000 or above will pay $10,560.
 

This agrees with the conventional wisdom that buyers at the modest end of 
the housing market are more concerned with day-to-day existence and 

therefore require a greater future payoff to make them part with their hard-
earned cash today. 

Paul Emrath, PH.D. is vice president of surveys and housing policy 
research, for NAHB.

However, buyers will pay more for green features that economize on their utility bills. 
When asked how much extra they’d pay up front to save $1,000 every year in utility 

costs, 38 percent of home buyers would pay less than $5,000 extra; 25 percent 
would pay between $5,000 and $9,999, and 37 percent would pay $10,000 or more 

(Figure 3-A).
37 percent of home buyers require less than a 10 percent rate of return to invest up 

front in energy efficiency, 25 percent require somewhere between 10 and 20 percent, 
and 38 percent require more than 20 percent (Figure 3-B).

THANK YOU, KARYN BEATY, BOD OF RCHBA W/ PROPERTIES UNLIMITED 
OF TENNESSEE, FOR SUBMITTING AN ARTICLE TO THE NAIL BENDER!
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SAVE THE DATE

BUILDERS & REMODELERS!!!

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF YOUR 
REBATES TODAY!!!

Permits pulled for single family homes

JAN 2018 - 62 - 14,720,308.38 / 2019 - 45 - 21,037,091.59
FEB 2018 - 45 - 16,660,687.37 / 2019 - 49 - 13,477,261.28
MAR 2018 - 73 - 24,969,214.77 / 2019 - 67 - 22,106,556.44
April 2018 - 59 -20,176,681.94 / 2019 - 73 - 20,283,355.39
May 2018 -56 - 17,331,965.72 / 2019 - 68 - 19,772, 197.86 
June 2018 -50 - 14,821,289.77 / 2019 - 90 - 26,496,420.83

Finance 
Committee

July 9th
11:15 AM

RCHBA OFFICE

All other 
meetings are 

out for 
summer! 



Prep Your Home to Save on Summer Utility Bills

By Ashlea Ross

Executive Officer, RCHBA

Summer is a time known for vacations, beaches and higher than usual utility bills. The 
average U.S. residential customer’s electricity bills will total $412 between June and 
August this year, according to the U.S. Energy Information Administration. Consuming 
less energy can help you save money on utility bills. Fortunately, there are several easy 
ways to reduce your energy costs during the dog days of summer. 

Fix Air Leaks: Control ventilation to help control costs. When air enters and leaves your 
home through cracks and openings, you have an air leak. Look for possible leaks 
outside and inside of your home. Exterior areas where two different building materials 
meet such as siding and chimneys are havens for air leaks. Inside your home, gaps can 
be found in places such as door and window frames, baseboards and attic hatches. 
Depending on the type of leak, you can caulk, seal or add weather-stripping to reduce 
air leaks in your home and potentially save money. 

Seek out Energy Vampires: If you have an electronic gadget or appliance that uses 
electricity when plugged in but not in use, you have an “energy vampire.” Electronics 
plugged into your wall outlets can add to your utility bill. Common household items that 
are plugged in and zap electricity when not in use include: hair dryers, video game 
consoles, cable boxes and portable fans. Unplug devices to save energy and eliminate 
energy vampires.

Check Your Home Insulation: Heat flows from warmer to cooler temperature spaces. 
Insulation provides a protective layer between the heat radiating on your roof and the 
interior of your home. If your home is not properly insulated, heat can enter your home 
and your air conditioner will have to work harder to keep your it cool. Older homes may 
have little to no insulation in the ceiling and in the walls. Seek out a professional to 
determine how much insulation to add. You can also make sure your attic door is 
insulated and closed tight. Attic vents should never be blocked by insulation.

Air Conditioning Tune-Up: If you want to optimize the performance of your air 
conditioner so it will provide comfort through the summer months, hire a professional for 
a tune-up. At a minimum, your air conditioner filters should be cleaned and replaced 
according to the manufacturer’s instructions. Window blinds and shades are another 
way to help reduce the heat in your home.


